




INDIA-UK FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

❑ After nearly three-and-half years, India and the 
U.K. finally gave their nod to a Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) this week. 

❑ Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal said the pact 
would set a new benchmark for “equitable and 
ambitious trade between the two large 
economies”. 

❑ Though the fineprint has not yet been made 
public, domestic industry has welcomed 
the announcement, amid concerns about the 
potential impact on agriculture and medium and 
small enterprises (MSMEs). 

❑ The deal is likely to be signed after three months, 
and will take over a year to implement.



Why is the deal significant for both nations? 

The U.K. is India’s 16th largest trading partner and 
India is the U.K.’s 11th largest partner. 

Their bilateral trade is about $60 billion with India 
enjoying a positive trade balance, which is expected 
to double by 2030, according to the Indian 
government’s estimates. 

The new trade deal, as assessed by the British 
government, would increase the bilateral trade by 
another $34 billion. 

The agreement comes in the backdrop of global 
trade reeling under uncertainty triggered by U.S. 
President Donald Trump’s tariff regime.



What are the expectations from the FTA? 

❑ While the details are yet to be published, British government said it would benefit from India 
agreeing to slash tariffs on 90% of the product categories for export, with 85% of them becoming 
“tariff-free” within a decade. 

❑ British government estimated that $534 million worth in tariffs would be saved when the deal is 
enforced. 

❑ On the other hand, New Delhi expects to benefit from tariffs being eliminated on 99% of its export 
product categories. 

❑ It expects an increase in export opportunities for sectors such as textiles, leather, footwear, auto 
parts, engineering as well as gems and jewellery, among others. 

❑ Alcoholic beverages from the U.K. will now have a 75% tariff rate, from the present 150%. This 
would be further reduced to 40% within a decade. 



❑ With respect to services, India has secured an exemption for 
Indian workers temporarily in the U.K. and for their employers 
from paying social security contributions for three years under 
the Double Contribution Convention. 

❑ The FTA will also seek that visa processes remain 
“transparent” and no “unnecessary” obstacles are created in 
professional travel. 

Are there concerns? 

❑ There are concerns in primarily two sectors, agriculture and 
MSMEs. 

❑ Previous FTA with Sri Lanka having led to a price crash in 
similar products produced by Indian farmers like spices and 
tea, among others. 

❑ The Indian farmers hold small lands, a good number of them 
being less than five acres. This is not the case with 
advanced countries,”



SAFE HARBOUR MECHANISM

Context: 

❑ In written submissions to the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Communication and Information Technology, 
the Union Ministry of Information and Broadcasting said that 
it is reconsidering the concept of safe harbour for social 
media platforms, to combat the issue of “fake news” online



What is safe harbour? 

❑ Safe harbour is a legal concept that protects 
individual websites that allow third party users to 
share content from legal liability for any unlawful 
posts. 

❑ The concept was put in place in the early years of the 
internet as a key safeguard to encourage 
innovation online and prevent website owners from 
being unfairly hounded for content they had no hand 
in publishing. 

❑ The concept of a middleman being responsible for 
third party content is known as intermediary 
liability, and safe harbour protects sites, by default, 
from any criminal action for content hosted by them. 

❑ In India, Section 79 of the Information Technology 
Act, 2000, grants intermediaries similar protections.



❑ The protections are not without conditions. 

❑ In India, if an intermediary receives “actual 
knowledge” of illegal content on their website, they 
lose liability protections under Section 79 if they 
don’t work to take the content down within a certain 
time period. 

❑ The Supreme Court has read down “actual 
knowledge” to mean a court order or government 
notification. 

❑ Without safe harbour protections, online 
intermediaries could face tremendous 
consequences for illegal content. 

❑ For instance, in 2004, the then head of the website 
eBay in India was arrested because of a user listing of 
a disk containing child sex abuse material for sale.



Why is the government considering amending the safe harbour clause?

❑ The government has accused foreign social media platforms of flouting Indian laws and 
acting too slowly on takedown notices. 

❑ On multiple occasions before Elon Musk acquired Twitter, now known as X, the platform had 
public confrontations with the Union government regarding orders to hide users’ content.

❑ X under Mr. Musk has continued to fight the government’s right to issue blocking and 
takedown orders without notice to users at the Karnataka High Court. 

❑ The Union government has pitched amending safe harbour as a way to get platforms to be 
more proactive in governing their sites, not just for what they deem to be misinformation, but 
for AI-generated deepfakes, cyberfrauds and so on.

❑ The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology has indicated that it would draft a 
Digital India Act (DIA) that would incorporate these changes, but the outlines of how safe 
harbour would change under this proposed law have not yet been revealed. 



THE TERMS OF ENGAGEMENT ON TERROR

• Yet another military confrontation between 
India and Pakistan has come to an end and this 
time, after their most intense fighting in two 
decades, the terms of engagement between 
Delhi and Rawalpindi have changed.

• India’s effort to break out of the constricting 
corner formed by Pakistan’s nuclear weapons 
and cross-border terrorism has produced some 
key advances: 

• The willingness and ability to attack Pakistan’s 
heartland in west Panjab .

• Reopen the Indus Water Treaty.



❑ Since it came to power in 2014, the Modi government 
has sought to alter the 
traditional terms of engagement with Pakistan shaped 
by its nuclear weapons and its pursuit of cross-
border terror with impunity.

❑ In the crisis that followed Pakistan’s terror attack on Uri 
in 2016, Delhi signalled that the Line of Control was no 
longer sacrosanct and it would be ready to cross it to 
attack the terror infrastructure in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir.

❑ In the wake of the Pulwama terror attacks in 2019, Delhi 
chose to go beyond PoK and attack a terror camp in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 

❑ The same year also saw Delhi change the constitutional 
status quo in Kashmir. 

❑ The message to Islamabad was clear: the status 
of Jammu and Kashmir will no longer be on the table for 
talks with Pakistan.

https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/delhi/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/jammu/


❑ In the current crisis, Delhi reached deep into the Panjab 
to hit at terror camps there. 

❑ Delhi, the government is saying, will no longer hold back 
in countering the sources of terror.

❑ One of the key outcomes of the present crisis is the 
decision to suspend the Indus Waters Treaty.

❑ US Secretary of State Marco Rubio claimed Saturday that 
both sides agreed to talk on a “broad set of issues,” at a 
“neutral site.” 

❑ Delhi, however, would wait to see whether the Pakistan 
army is sincere about implementing the ceasefire 
agreement.



IEA GLOBAL METHANE TRACKER 2025

❑ Methane is a potent greenhouse gas 
and is responsible for about 30% of 
the increase in global temperatures 
since the Industrial Revolution.

❑ Its atmospheric concentration has 
risen , now being 2.5 times higher than 
preindustrial levels.



Sources of Methane Emissions 

❑ The main sources of methane emissions 
include agriculture, energy, and waste. 

❑ The energy sector alone accounts for over 
35% of human-related methane emissions. 

❑ Within this sector, oil operations contributed 
around 45 million tonnes, natural gas 
operations nearly 35 million tonnes, and 
abandoned wells around 3 million tonnes. 

❑ Coal also plays a role, emitting over 40 
million tonnes, with contributions from 
abandoned mines and end-use equipment.



Reducing Methane Emissions 

❑ The IEA suggests that up to 70% of methane emissions 
from the fossil fuel sector could be reduced using 
current technologies. 

❑ For the oil and gas sectors, 75% of emissions could be 
mitigated through measures like upgrading equipment 
and sealing leaky wells. 

❑ The report marks the importance of addressing 
emissions from abandoned facilities, which could rank 
among the largest sources of fossil fuel methane 
emissions globally. 

Global Methane Pledge 

❑ The Global Methane Pledge (GMP) aims to collectively 
reduce methane emissions by at least 30% from 2020 
levels by 2030. 

❑ Notably, high-emission countries such as China and 
India have not joined GMP. 



Thank you
Address

B-47, Main Road Shivalik Enclave, Block-
B, Shivalik Colony, Malviya Nagar, New 

Delhi-110017

Phone Number +91 8178833167

tel:+91%208178833167

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17

